MICHIGAN STATE NORMAL COLLEGE 
AND AFFAIRS 


YP 
AMERICAN COUNCIL 
ON EDUCATION 


1785 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N. W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 


Bulletin No. Volume IV, Number 12 June 23, 1955 


Further action with respect to Air Force ROTC 
graduates of 1954 is contemplated by the Air Force 
withethe approval of the Department of Defense. 
| Provided that the requested funds are made available through the Defense Depart- 
ment Appropriation Bill now before Congress, the following plan will be put into 

effect for those who were not commissioned in the U.S. Air Force Reserve and 
ordered to extended active duty a year ago: 


Air Force has New Plan 
for 1954 ROTC Grads 


l. Call the approximately 3,500 individuals who elected to accept 
| commissions in the Air National Guard to extended active duty 
with the Air Force on 29 August 1955. These individuals will 
i be required to serve not less than 6 months on extended active 
f duty for training. The actual periods involved will be determined 
by the amount of funds made available for this purpose. 


2. Call the approximately 400 graduates who elected to serve in en- 

p listed status to active duty as commissioned officers for the 
remainder of their 2 year enlistments. It is planned that this 


i; will take place as soon after the beginning of fiscal year 1956 
as is possible. 


i 3. Offer the approximately 900 individuals who elected to take their 
% chances with the dgaft the opportunity to enlist in the Air Force 
4 for 2 years and serve at least the last 6 months thereof in 

4 commissioned status. This opportunity will remain available to 


each man for two years from the date on which he received his 
Certificate of Completion. 


The Senate's Housing Bill of 1955, S. 2126, was passed Senate Housing Bill 
on June 7. This bill includes as Title III the provisions Improves Loan Program 
of the Fulbright Bill, originally introduced as S. 1744, to 
amend the law governing the College Housing Loan Program. (See this Bulletin, 

i Volume IV, No. 10) Amendments suggested by the Council's Committee on Relation- 
ship of Higher Education to the Federal Government and by other educational 
organizations to continue the limitation of the program to housing and dining 
facilities were not adopted. Under the provisions of this bill, loans could 
therefore be made in the future for “student centers or student unions, 


infirmaries or other inpatient or outpatient health facilities, and for other 
essential service facilities." 


The House Committee on Banking and Currency is also preparing a Housing 
Bill which will come to the floor later in this session of Congress. On June 
a 3, President Hurst R. Anderson of the American University presented testimony 
a to that committee%on behalf of the Council and the Association of American 
q Colleges. His statement, which was also endorsed by the Association for 


D 


Higher Education of the NEA, the Association of Land-Grant Colleges and Univer- 
sities, the State Universities Association, and the Association of Junior 
Colleges, was similar to that previously presented by several witnesses before 
the Senate committee. As part of his statement, President Anderson proposed a 
revised version of the Fulbright Bill containing the amendments recommended to 
the Senate committee. These amendments would have the general effect of continu- 
ing the program as a bona fide housing measure limited in application to housing 
and feeding facilities. 


Selective Service Acts Local Selective Service Boards have been urged ' 
on Teacher Shortage by General Hershey to give special consideration i 


to deferment requests for teachers of science 
and mathematics. Operations Bulletin No. 126, issued on June 6, follows: 


1. The schools and colleges, especially the secondary schools, are now 
and for the next several weeks will be concerned with the employment of faculty 


members for the coming year. 


2. Among the list of critical shortages are teachers of science and math- 
ematics and the secondary schools are particularly hard pressed to find qualified 
teachers in these subjects. 


3. Local boards should give careful consideration to an occupational defer- 
ment for any registrant who is qualified and who may be accepted as a teacher of 
science or mathematics. 


Canada-United States The report of the Canada-United States Confer- 
Conference Report Out ence on Mutual Relations held on February 7-8 


under the auspices of the Canada-United States 
Committee of the Canadian and United States Chambers of Commerce and the Canada- 
United States Committee on Education of the Council has been published and copies 
have been mailed to the Council membership. The Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States and the American Council on Education are joint publishers. Included are 
addresses by the Hon. Paul Martin, Canadian Minister of National Health and Welfare, 
Norman Cousins, editor of the Saturday Review, John Nason, president of the Foreign | 
Policy Association, and others, together with a summary of the discussion and a 
foreword by President Arthur S. Adams of the Council. Individual copies may be 
purchased at fifty cents from the Council. Special prices are available for quantity 


purchases. 
Committee to Guide Ford H. Rowan Gaither, president of the Ford Founda- 
Faculty Salary Program tion, has announced the appointment of a com- 


mittee to advise the Foundation on the distribu- 
tion of $50 million to assist colleges and universities increase faculty salaries. 
Devereux C. Josephs, chairman of the board of New York Life Insurance Company, was 
named chairman of the committee. 


Other members of the committee are: 


Raymond B. Allen, chancellor, University of California at Los Angeles; 
William M. Allen, president, Boeing Airplane Company, Seattle; James B. 
Black, president, Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Francisco; 
Malcolm H. Bryan, president, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta; Victor L. 
Butterfield, president, Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn.; Father 
Robert J. Gannon, rector, St. Ignatius Loyola Church, New York City, 


| 
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former president, Fordham University; Mrs. John G. Lee, Farmington, 
Connecticut, president, League of Women Voters of the United States; 
Robert A. Lovett, Brown Brothers Harriman & Company, formerly 
Secretary of Defense; John D. Millett, president, Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio; James L. Morrill, president, University of Minnesota; 
Edgar B. Stern, chairman, WDSU Broadcasting Services, New Orleans; 
and Logan Wilson, president, University of Texas. 


; Mr. Gaither also announced the appointments of John J. Corson of McKinsey & 

' Company, Washington, as executive vice-chairman; and William C. Fels, on leave from 
n ' the College Entrance Examination Board, New York, where he is associate director, as 
executive secretary. 


The Committee will advise the Foundation on the selection of from 50 to 100 
from among the almost 600 private, regionally accredited colleges and universities 
granting degrees in liberal arts and sciences. The grants probably will range from 
$100,000 to $1 million, depending on the size of the institution. The institutions 
selected for grants will be expected to raise matching funds from other sources. 

. It is hoped that selection of recipients can be made by December 31, 1955 and that 

. final disbursements will be completed by the end of 1957. Colleges need not apply 

for grants, Mr. Gaither said. Information concerning the program already has been 

sent directly to all eligible institutions, which shortly will receive requests for 
additional data needed to guide the committee in its selection. 


In announcing the $50 million appropriation on March 7, Henry Ford II, chairman 
of the board of trustees of the Ford Foundation, explained the Foundation's reasons 
for aiding private colleges and universities to raise faculty salaries: 


"All the objectives of higher education ultimately depend upon the 
quality of teaching. In the opinion of the Foundation's Trustees, 
private and corporate philanthropy can make no better investment of its 

d resources than in helping to strengthen American education at its base -- 
the quality of its teaching. 


gn "The students attending American colleges and universities are ex- 
pected to number about 5 million by 1975, nearly double today's total. 
On the basis of numbers alone, our private institutions of higher learn- 
ity ing will therefore face great and complex problems in the next decade. 
While this is also true of tax-supported colleges and universities, their 
resources are potentially greater than those of privately controlled 
™ institutions. 


"Nowhere are the needs of the private colleges more apparent than in 


u= Fl the matter of faculty salaries. Merely to restore professors' salaries 
3. 2 Og to their 1939 purchasing power would require an average increase of at 
is & least 20 per cent. Even this would not bring teachers in our private 


colleges to their economic position before World War II in relation to 
that of other professions and occupations. They have not begun to share 
the benefits of the expanded productive power of this nation, and the 
whole educational system suffers from this fact. 


"Industry, commerce, government, the arts, the sciences, and the 
professions -- indeed our whole way of life depend heavily upon the 
quality of our education. Recognizing this fact, the trustees of the 
Ford Foundation want to do everything they can to emphasize the cardinal 
importance of the college teacher to our society. 
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"In appropriating $50 million for the support of private academic 
institutions in this way, the trustees have had to decide that they 
cannot consider individual applications from colleges and universities 
for endowment or other general support grants before completion of the 
program announced today." 


Summary Presented of A summary of the report of the Conference on Credit 
TV Conference Report Courses by Television, co-sponsored in February by 


the Council's Committee on Television and the 
Continuing Education Service of Michigan State College, is attached as an insert 
to this issue of the Bulletin. The full report has been published by the Council 
under the title, "Credit Courses by Television" and copies are available at 
$1.00 each. 


Congress Extends The Senate on June 16 passed with minor amendments 
Selective Service H.R. 3005 to extend Selective Service for four 


years. Added to the bill was a measure extending 
the doctors' draft act for two years. Both bills had previously been passed by 
the House. It is anticipated that minor items of disagreement between the Senate 
and House versions will quickly be resolved by the conference committee in order 
that the law may take effect before the Selective Service Act expires on June 30. 


N.Y. State Will Help The State of New York has taken steps to provide 
to Build Dormitories or assist in providing dormitory facilities to 


privately supported colleges and universities in 
the State. An amendment to the Public Authorities Law which was signed by the 
Governor on May 2nd extends the power of the Dormitory Authority, a unit of the 
State Education Department, to authorize and provide for the construction, 
equipment, and operation of dormitories and attendant facilities at educational 
institutions in addition to the previously included state operated institutions 
or statutory or contract colleges under the jurisdiction of the State University 
of New York. The law takes effect immediately, and procedures for its admini- 
stration are now being developed. 
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SUMMARY OF REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE ON 
CREDIT COURSES BY TELEVISION 
Co-sponsored by the 
American Council on Education's Committee on Television 
and Michigan State College, Continuing Education Service 
Kellogg Center, East Lansing, Michigan 
February 21-22, 1955 


A report of the Conference on Credit Courses by Television held in East Lansing, 
Michigan February 21-22, 1955 under the joint sponsorship of Michigan State College's 
Continuing Education Service and the American Council on Education's Committee on Television 
has just been published by the Council and distributed to its membership. 


The conference, presided over by President John C. Adams, Hofstra College, chairman of 
the Council's Committee on Television, was attended by 44 persons representing a majority of 
the colleges and universities that have offered credit courses by television. There are 
now about 35 such institutions. Discussions were focused on administrative policies and 
problems rather than on techniques and production. 


At the outset it was recognized that the problems are quite Institutional 
different for those institutions which have their own educational Policy 
television facilities or which have access to non-commercial stations 
in which they participate in the licensed operating group and those that are dependent upon 
using "free" time on commercial stations. In either case however it was agreed that tele- 
vised courses should be integrated with the regular academic program and taught by regular 
faculty members. The institutions represented are using various means to achieve this 
integration, such as appointing a television coordinator to work with the various academic 
divisions or setting up committees made up of representatives of the departments and colleges, 
or the administration may be centered within an existing academic unit with assistance from a 
representative informal advisory committee. Catalog listing is the criterion for televising 
courses for credit by many institutions, while others require approval of faculty or curricu- 
lum committees. 


In general enrollment procedures are simplified as much as Registration 
possible and extension, correspondence, or evening divisions 
frequently handle the mechanics. Some schools are limiting the amount of credit earned in 
the same way that extension and correspondence credit is limited, others are recording the 


credit exactly as though earned in campus classes and making no distinction on the student's 
record. 


Most. institutions are charging identical fees as for equal Fees and Costs 
number of credit hours earned on campus. Circumstances affecting 
costs vary so widely that it is not possible to generalize but the published report covers 
discussion of this subject rather fully. 


With a few notable exceptions such as Dr. Baxter's course =nrollment 
in Shakespeare, and Western Reserve's initial course in psychology and Audience 


the credit registrations have been relatively small but in each 

instance a much greater number is known to follow the programs consistently. Many of the 
institutions provide for a non-credit registration of some type and for a small fee the 
enrollee receives a syllabus or certain supplementary reading materials or lists. These 
non-credit enrollments run many times the credit registration. Audience surveys indicate 
that the ratio of viewers to credit students may run as high as 1000 to l. The very fact 
that a presentation bears the credit label seems in itself to attract a certain audience 
not at all concerned with earning credit but interested because the program content bears 
this academic stamp of approval. 
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Television stations operated by universities and colleges Reasons for 
generally consider credit course offerings as a normal part of Continuing 


the program schedule and the University of Houston reports that 

some of its required freshman and sophomore courses are successfully given this way. Those 
using commercial facilities reported varying degrees of cooperation. Some schools have 
consistently had access to time which they considered desirable for their course offerings 
but others have had some unfortunate experience in having allotted time shifted frequently. 
However, regardless of such difficulties there was solid agreement among the participants 
there is an audience for sound educational programs at any time. Further they agreed that 
they favor continuing to offer courses for credit as long as commercial stations will make 
sufficient time available to them. The specialized service to a limited number of students | 
is important but it is only one of the reasons for continuing. Through these courses the 
institutions have a means of reaching thousands of citizens to whom they feel a responsi- 
bility to provide for continuing educational opportunity. Further the participants believe | 
that these telecourses offer one of the best means for creating a favorable educational 
climate within a community and that they advance the case for education in general. They 
also recognize that these courses are excellent public relations for the institution. 


: Selection of courses and personnel to teach them usually is Selection off 
made within the department and is subject to approval of the Courses and f 
administrative unit responsible for television. A wide variety Faculty ] 


of subject areas has been tried sucessfully. Public response 

to courses in child development and religion has been particularly strong. Selection of f 
faculty should be made in terms of ability to teach on television and every effort should § 
be made to give the teacher competent production assistance. Consideration of television 
teaching skill as a criterion for academic promotion along with publication and research 
is already taking place in some institutions and will likely become increasingly important. | 


There is considerable difference in the scheduling of faculty Schedules § 
work load for teaching by television, many institutions using a ; 
two to one ratio (TV class counting for two in the classroom) but others are using a one F 
for one ratio, particularly as teachers gain experience and feel at home with the medium anjj 
as course offerings are repeated. Initial preparation of syllabus in one of the most time | 
consuming factors. I 
8 

On-campus examinations are generally required of the Examinations 
television students and data available indicate that in such 
examinations they do quite as well as or better than the classroom students, though it was 
agreed that various untested factors may enter into such achievement. Further evaluation 
studies in this area are needed. 

; 

The summary report gives in some detail the experience of the Report Availabl§ 
various colleges and universities represented and should be useful i 
to other institutions considering presentation of formal academic instruction by television. J 


The published report is currently being distributed free to all members of the 
American Council on Education. Additional copies are for sale by the Council's Publications 
Division at $1.00 per copy. . 
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